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IV. Y. Owner of P,G. U nils 
Seized inCode Violations 


By Karen DeYoung 

Wkishimiloii Puit Sull WrikT 

The New York owner of an apart- 
ment project in Seat Pleasant was 
arrested in Prince George's County 
yesterday lor not complying with 
five citations for housing code viola 
lions filed against the project nine 
months ago. 

Fred C. Trump, 70, was taken into 
custody at Gregory Estates, a 50-t-unil 
complex he owns at ti!H8 George 
Palmer Highway. Code officials said 
they surprised Trump with - the war- 
rants alter he had flown down front 
New York, ostensibly lo discuss the 
problems concerning bis apartment 
complex. 

Trump is the president of Bruclte 
Heal Estate, a Jamaica, N.Y., company 
that also owns rental and condomin- 
ium properly in the New York City 
area and Norfolk, Va. 

According to C, H. Bennett, chief of 
inspection and enforcement lor t he 
county housing department, Trump 
was cited for the violations (hat in- 
clude broken windows, "rotted" 
(defective) rain gutters, and the fail- 
ure to install fire extinguishers, fol- 
lowing a routine inspection last Janu- 
ary, 

The project’s mullifamily housing 
license, without which the apartment 
complex cannot rent vacant apart- 
ments, expired in May, Bennett said, 
and when repairs had not been made 
by July, Trump’s new license applica- 
tion for the project was denied. 

Following a number of telephone 
discussions with Trump, Bennett said, 
lie decided to sign the warrants, 
which were served during a scheduled 
meeting with Trump at Gregory Es- 
tates yesterday morning. 

Joseph T. Healey, the county's hous- 
ing inspector supervisor, said arrests 
are rarely made for code violations. 
"We probably haven't issued four ar- 


rest warrants in the past five years," 
Healey said. "All we want is compli- 
ance . . . land) as long as an effort is 
being made, we'll work with the 
owner.” 

Bennett said that in the case of 
Trump’s apartment complex, however, 
"so much money and so many inspee-' 
tor man-hours” were spent in an un- 
successful effort lo have "what are ev- 
eryday problems" corrected, that the 
county decided to arrest Trump. H 

Bennett described the. New Yorker 
as "a lillle upset, lo pul it mildly," hi 
the arrest . 

Trump was released b.v sheriffs 
deputies on a $1,000 bond and left ini- - 
mediately for New York, lie could -not; 
be reached. : 

In a telephone interview yesterday- 
afternoon, Irving Eskinazi, vice presi- 
dent of the "Trump concerns," in New 
York, including Bruclie Heal Estate, 
said the company has had "problems!’ 
with Gregory Estates for the past five 
years. 

"We bought the project 1 5 years 
ago,” Eskinazi said, '-'and for the first 
10 it was extremely successful." 
l.ately, however, "there has' been a 
very serious change in the area. Low- 
income people started moving in. 

‘‘We’ve spent a lot of money trying 
to fix it up, mid as soon as wo do, it 
gets ripped up again," he said, “It's 
heartbreaking.” 

In response to the. cited violations. 
Eskinazi said, “what is a rotted rain 
gutter? What does it mean? Aren't we 
better off spending money^on fuel, so 
(the tenants) can have some heat?” 

Trump, Eskinazi said, "is a fine gent- 
leman, He shouldn’t even be going 
to a project like this." County offi- 
cials, lie said, should know better than 
to "try and louse around with 
(Trump’s) reputation." 
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gee Heal Estate Mnagcment, an Oxon ments 1 
Hill firm that Trump hired in June, permits such subsidies- to be granted 
"You see,” Eskinazi said, “we don’t to project owners rather than when a 
manage that job. Unfortunately, the individual tenants when a project is 
people managing that job didn’t take in danger of bankruptcy, 
care of the violations.” Prince George’s County Excecutive 

Tuskegce president Fred Grimes Winfield M. Kelly Jr., has refused to 
noted in a telephone interview yesler- another apartment project, Pumpkin 
day that the “code violations were jjju p, Laurel, and has said he will re- 
there when we got there*,’ The failure j ec f a ]] other such applications. With* 
to comply with the code, Grimes said t t , countv - s endorsement HUD 
was "not a reluctance on (Trump’s) 0 ,. y i ™ 

part to put the money in and get the °^ icla have said they cannot ap- 
work done. His only reluctance has Wove the subsidies, 
been on how much we should pay to Since his election in jate 1974, Kelly 
get it done,” repeatedly has tried to thwart the con- 

Since the project license was denied struction of new lo-income apartment 
last July, vacancies at Gregory Es- projects and to upgrade existing pro- 
tates have not been filled. Accordingjects, charging that the county is over* 
to Healey, those vacancies now total i oa de with low-income families. 

108 out of 504 units. Under the hous- if Gregory Estates is closed com- 
ing code, the county also has thepi e t c iy t Bennett said, it may well 

*T P - ♦•'LV ose * com ' share the 'fate of Baber Village, an 

plex, forcing existing tenants*, n> 0V e e | ght . yeaw , ]d , ow . income project that 

Healey said such closure was plan- was * :o !. 11 ^ own ^ ie coun ^ ^ ess ^ lan 
ned by his office for early October. a a 6°- 
but has now been stayed pending a 
Trump appeal to the county landlord 
and tenant commission. 

A complex of approximately 40 
three-story buildings, Gregory Estates 
was built 20 years ago with a mort- 
gage guaranteed by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Housing and Ruban Develop- 
ment. Its one- and two-bedroom apart- 
ments rent for approximately $150, ac- 
cording to Grimes. 

While Grims said Trump was “not 
in a frame of mind to be discussing 
plans" for the repairs following his ar- 
rest yesterday, he said Tuskegee plan- 
ned to “find the buildings and get (the 
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